
 

 

Interview Question Of Cyber Security! 

 

1. What is cybersecurity, and why is it important?  
• Answer: Cybersecurity refers to the practice of protecting systems, networks, and data 

from digital attacks, damage, or unauthorized access. It is crucial because as 

organizations increasingly rely on digital technologies, they become more vulnerable to 

cyber threats that can lead to data breaches, financial loss, and reputational damage. 

Effective cybersecurity measures help safeguard sensitive information and maintain the 

integrity and availability of systems.  

  

2. What are the three main objectives of cybersecurity?  
• Answer: The three main objectives of cybersecurity are often referred to as the CIA 

triad: 

•  o Confidentiality: Ensuring that sensitive information is accessed only by authorized 

individuals. 

•  o Integrity: Maintaining the accuracy and reliability of data by preventing unauthorized 

modifications.  

• o Availability: Ensuring that information and resources are accessible to authorized users 

when needed.  

  

3. What is a firewall, and how does it work?  
• Answer: A firewall is a security device or software that monitors and controls incoming 

and outgoing network traffic based on predetermined security rules. It acts as a barrier 

between a trusted internal network and untrusted external networks (like the internet). 

Firewalls can be hardware-based, software-based, or a combination of both, and they help 

prevent unauthorized access and attacks by filtering traffic.  

  

4. Explain the difference between symmetric and asymmetric encryption.  
• Answer:  

o Symmetric Encryption uses the same key for both encryption and decryption. It 

is faster and suitable for encrypting large amounts of data but requires a secure 

method to share the key.  

o Asymmetric Encryption uses a pair of keys: a public key for encryption and a 

private key for decryption. While it is more secure for key distribution and allows 

secure communication without needing to share a secret key, it is generally slower 

and less efficient for encrypting large data.  

  

  

  

 

  



 

 

5. What is phishing, and how can you recognize it?  
• Answer: Phishing is a type of cyber attack where attackers impersonate a legitimate 

entity to deceive individuals into providing sensitive information, such as usernames, 

passwords, or credit card details. Signs of phishing include: 

•  o Suspicious sender email addresses 

• . o Poor grammar or spelling mistakes in messages. 

•  o Urgent calls to action (e.g., "Your account will be locked!").  

o Links to unfamiliar or suspicious websites.  

  

6. What is multi-factor authentication (MFA), and why is it important?  
• Answer: Multi-factor authentication (MFA) is a security mechanism that requires users 

to provide two or more verification factors to gain access to a system or account. This 

adds an extra layer of security beyond just a username and password, making it more 

difficult for unauthorized users to access sensitive information. MFA is important 

because it helps mitigate the risk of unauthorized access even if login credentials are 

compromised.  

  

7. What is the purpose of a VPN?  
• Answer: A Virtual Private Network (VPN) is a service that creates a secure, encrypted 

connection between a user’s device and the internet. It allows users to access the internet 
privately and securely, masking their IP addresses and encrypting their internet traffic. 

VPNs are commonly used to protect data on public Wi-Fi networks, access 

regionrestricted content, and ensure privacy when browsing online.  

  

8. What is the difference between a virus and a worm?  
• Answer:  

o A virus is a type of malware that attaches itself to legitimate programs or files 

and spreads when the infected program or file is executed. It requires user action to 

propagate. 

o A worm, on the other hand, is a self-replicating malware that spreads 

automatically across networks without requiring user interaction. Worms exploit 

vulnerabilities in software or networks to replicate and distribute themselves.  

  

9. What is an intrusion detection system (IDS)?  
• Answer: An Intrusion Detection System (IDS) is a security solution designed to monitor 

network traffic for suspicious activity or policy violations. It analyzes incoming and 

outgoing traffic and raises alerts if it detects potential threats, such as unauthorized access 

attempts or malicious activity. There are two main types of IDS:  

o Network-based IDS (NIDS): Monitors network traffic for multiple devices.  

o Host-based IDS (HIDS): Monitors activities on individual devices.  

  

  

  



 

 

  

  

  

10. How do you approach vulnerability assessment and penetration testing?  
• Answer: Vulnerability assessment and penetration testing involve several steps:  

o Planning: Define the scope, objectives, and methodologies for testing.  

o Scanning: Use automated tools to identify vulnerabilities and weaknesses in 

systems. 

o Exploitation: Attempt to exploit identified vulnerabilities to determine their 

impact.  

o Reporting: Document findings, including identified vulnerabilities, risk levels, 

and recommendations for remediation 

 

o Follow-up: Retest to ensure vulnerabilities have been addressed and mitigated.  

  

11. What is social engineering in the context of cybersecurity?  
• Answer: Social engineering refers to manipulation techniques that attackers use to 

deceive individuals into divulging confidential information or performing actions that 

compromise security. This can include tactics such as pretexting (creating a fabricated 

scenario), baiting (offering something enticing), and tailgating (gaining unauthorized 

access by following someone). Awareness and training are key to preventing social 

engineering attacks.  

  

12. What is a DDoS attack, and how can it be mitigated?  
• Answer: A Distributed Denial of Service (DDoS) attack is an attempt to make a service 

unavailable by overwhelming it with traffic from multiple sources. It aims to disrupt the 

normal functioning of targeted servers or networks. Mitigation strategies include:  

• o Implementing traffic filtering and rate limiting.  

• o Using DDoS protection services and content delivery networks (CDNs).  

o Having a robust incident response plan in place to react quickly to such attacks.  

  

13. What is data encryption, and why is it important?  
• Answer: Data encryption is the process of converting information into a coded format 

that can only be read by authorized parties with the appropriate decryption key. It is 

important for protecting sensitive information, both in transit (during transmission over 

networks) and at rest (stored data), ensuring confidentiality and compliance with 

regulations.  

  

14. Explain the concept of <least privilege.=  
• Answer: The principle of least privilege dictates that users should have only the 

minimum level of access necessary to perform their job functions. By restricting 

permissions and access rights, organizations can reduce the risk of accidental or 

malicious data breaches and limit the potential impact of compromised accounts.  



 

 

  

15. How do you stay updated on the latest cybersecurity threats and trends?  
• Answer: I stay updated on the latest cybersecurity threats and trends by following 

reputable cybersecurity blogs, attending webinars and conferences, participating in online 

forums, and subscribing to newsletters from organizations like the Cybersecurity and 

Infrastructure Security Agency (CISA) and the SANS Institute.   


